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A Tiny Hero with 3 Mighty Heart

By USA News Group (Originally in English)

In early July, when one-year- old boy Booker West was playing in his
- A grandparents’ northern Colorado backyard, a rattlesnake approached. Just as
it was ready to strike, tiny little dog Zoey, a five- pound (2.3 kg) Chihuahua,
iﬂlediately jumped in. Providing a shield with her body, Zoey was bitten
L instead.
It appeared at first that Zoey might not survive, but she is now
o completely restored to good health. She has also won the love and appreciation
of all those around her. @

ource:

http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/07/22/america/NA-ODD-US-Chihuahua-Rattlesnake.phg,
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070724/ap_on_fe_st/odd_chihuahua_rattlesnake;_ylt=Arab_ssTUilBe9_VBK_l4eMZ.3QA

Feline Companionship
and Compassion for the Dying

By USA News Group (Originally in English)

Atwo-year—old cat named Oscar at a New England, USA nursing home seems to be able to
predict and now provides comfort and companionship to those who are about to depart this
world. Oscar has so far presided over the passing of 25 people in the nursing home, which he does
by curling up next to a patient in her or his final hours. Because of his accuracy, the nursing home
staff now calls family members as soon as they see Oscar settling down in a patient’s bed. They
know that this usually means the person has less than four hours remaining.

Oscar is better at predicting the time of departure than the people who work there, said Dr.
Joan Teno, an expert on care for the terminally ill who treats patients at the nursing home. His warm
and purring presence for some people has meant the difference between loving companionship and
passing away alone.
Most families are grateful for the advance warning. They see it as a chance to be able to

oodbye tc r loved one. They also appreciate Oscar’s kind company.

- : ecently received a wall plaque from a local
at now hangs in the nursing home, publicly
his “compassionate hospice care.” A poignant
ing iE cat’s unique role was also published in
ﬂp& New England Journal of Medicine. @

Source: ttp://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19959718],
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/357/4/328
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